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Mum’s drugs  
battle ended 
in tragedy
A WIGAN mum died of liver 
failure following years of drug 
misuse, an inquest heard.

The hearing, held by senior 
coroner Jennifer Leeming, was 
told Debra Hibbitt of Pember-
ton had started bleeding after 
she had injected herself in the 
groin area on May 21.

The following day, she was 
admitted to Wigan Infirmary 
A&E with an abnormal heart 
rate and blood pressure and 
her blood-sugar levels were low. 
She was rushed to intensive 
care but became unresponsive 
to treatment and the 47-year-
old died on June 1.

Ms Hibbitt’s sister Lesley 
Armstrong told Bolton Coro-
ner’s Court that she had attend-

ed A&E twice before her death 
with severe pain in her lower 
back and chest. Both times she 
was given antibiotics for pleu-
risy, but there was no mention 
of her liver failure.

At the inquest, Mrs Arm-
strong raised concerns with 
medical staff about the fact her 
sister had cirrhosis and ques-
tioned why she had not had any 
scans. But Dr Shariq Ahmed, 
consultant in emergency med-
icine, and consultant gastroen-
terologist Dr Paul Smith said 
the symptoms she presented 
at A&E on previous occasions 
did not relate to liver failure.

D r  A h m e d  s a i d :  “ M s 
Hibbitt’s liver condition was 
noted on all attendances. On 
both occasions there was noth-
ing in her clinical presentation 
that warranted a scan. There 
was something separate going 
on with her health in terms of 
the pain and pleurisy. There 

was nothing that could predict 
her deterioration on her earlier 
presentations at A&E.”

An autopsy revealed the 
former bakery and sales assist-
ant died from multiple organ 
failure, caused by liver failure 
and hepatic cirrhosis.

Mrs Armstrong said her sis-
ter had been in an abusive re-
lationship for 10 years during 
which she turned to drugs. She 
said: “She did seek help and 
had been in a methadone pro-
gramme for the last seven years. 
My sister was a personable and 
trusting, caring person who 
was always willing to help oth-
ers. She had a son and enjoyed 
gardening, arts and crafts and 
spending time with her grand-
children who she adored.”

Mrs Leeming said: “Debra 
died as a consequence of liv-
er failure due to the misuse of 
drugs. She was clearly a much 
loved member of the family.”

By Natalie Walker
natalie.walker1@jpress.co.uk
@NWalkerWIG

 

A RUN-down horse trailer 
would not seem the  
obvious choice for an up-
coming business, but its 
quirky image captured  
Chelsea Campbell’s imagina-
tion.

When the 24-year-old saw 
the 1982 Rice Richardson 
treble horse trailer for sale on 
eBay for £1,400, she snapped 
it up and set to work on re-
vamping it so she could use it 
to take to festivals for her face 
painting and henna services.

She also has a collection of 
vintage dresses on offer. And 
after six months, this is the 
finished product.

Chelsea, of Astley, said: “I 
have been face painting for 
the last four years and I want-
ed to expand on this and do it 
at festivals. 

“I came across the horse 
trailer on eBay in October 
and I really liked it as it was 
vintage and fitted in with my 
theme. 

“It was such a wreck and 
people thought I was mad, as I 
have spent my house deposit 
on it, but I see it as an invest-
ment.

“I have always been crea-
tive, so this was a dream. I put 
new flooring down, with ply-

wood and painted it. It then 
evolved and I created a vin-
tage theme inside, using my 
henna designs on the walls. I 
also have doves flying above, 
with clouds hanging and flow-
ers, keeping a vintage, chabby 
chic, free spirit feel.

“Over the months I had 
been collecting many things 
to up-cycle and reuse for the 
box. The vintage racer bike 
I found from a community 
project garden centre was a 
great spot. I picked up some 
hay from a local farm to use 
as seats outside for people to 
use. I also went round charity 
shops and bought old picture 
frames to use and sprayed 
them all for new look.

“I finished it in March and 
spent three days sending off 
e-mails to festival organis-
ers to ask if I could pitch my 
trailer for business. And this 
summer I attended seven 
festivals, including Ken-
dal Calling, Shambhala and 
Morecambe Carnival. I have 
also been at a couple of wed-
dings, as I have a photo booth, 
which people love.”
RIGHT: Chelsea Campbell with 
the horse trailer she  
revamped

Transformation from horse box to make-up box
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Don’t miss out. All our offers are on sale for a limited
time only! Buy now at www.dealmonster.co.uk/shop

Bringing your favourite products to you for less!

Floral Design Messenger Bag
Available in 7 different patterns

£16.99 £35.99 53%
• A good quality messenger satchel featuring a fun colourful flower design available in a range
of colours and patterns. Perfect for when out and about to carry all your essentials.
• The bag also has the handy feature of an adjustable shoulder strap with twin front pockets
including a zipped inner pocket and large compartment to hold all your everyday items.
• Strong and sturdy enough to carry all those school books so ideal for the start of the new term.
• Buy this now at www.dealmonster.co.uk/shop and search using code TL05

NOW WAS SAVE

Code: TL05


